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On the Huntersville road as you 
approach Marlintou, the boundary of 
town is crossed just round the sharp 
turn of the hill, and before there is 
any intimation that a town is any 
where near. The next turn sho ws a 
lartfe, twenty acre, unfenced clearing 
on the prehistoric river terrace, some 
thing like a hundred feet above the 
level of Knapps creek. This is called 
the Hamilton held, and at the time 
the town was projected was a part of 
the A. M. McLaughlin farm.The field 
comes down close to the court Inuse 
being bounded on that side by a beau 
liful natural grassy bank. This 
twenty acres win form the next im¬ 
portant annex to the town. It is al- 
reirfy encoded on half lu boundary 

by a hard surfaced state hiunwav in 
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On the Huntersville road as you 
approach Marlinton, the boundary of 
town is crossed just round the sharp 
turn of the hill, and before there is 
any intimation that a town is any 
where near. ‘The next turn shows a 
large, twenty acre, unfenc8d clearing 
on the prehistoric river terrace, some 
thing like a hundred feet above the 
level of Knapps creek. This is called 
the Hamilton field, and at the time 
the town was projected was a part of 
the A. M. McLaughlin farm.The field 
comes down close to the court house 
being bounded on that side by a beau 
tlful natural grassy bank. This 
twenty acres will form the next im¬ 
portant annex to the town. It is al¬ 
ready encircled on half Its boundary 
by a hard surfaced state highway, in 
other words, the Huntersville road. 

It is In turn bounded by a higher 
terracr or flof several hundred 

* r5 * 1 "hlch Is In Mu, city limits 
Slid it would seem that It was the 
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pnriaiu, annex 10 cne town. It is al n*''zaoethT 
ready encircled on lialf its boundary of T' 

by a liard surfaced state highway, in I Botetourt 
oilier words, the Huntersville road'. I Thomas 
It is in turn bounded by a higher I Thomas 1 
terrace or Hat of several hundred llevolutlo > 
acres all of which is in the city limits I Thomas I 
and It would seem that it was the Thls late 
natural place for the center of the Heard Du ' 
town, but the fact that the railroad to the R e 
follows the river ieft it to one side my a 
of the court house while the building father as 
was done on the other or railroad The rec 
side. There is another reason too Rev oluti! 
why it was not built upon. It was P f tlie S 
reserved for the millionaire’s row, father w 
and in those days when hopes ran I Hi 
high, It was consdered to be but a who was 
matter of time when there would be | army 
a millionaiie set in town and so we 
determined to park them on the 
beautiful heights on the eastern bor¬ 
der of the town. But the million 
alre did not materialize. The time 
came when the heighth c f the aver 
ak«e man's ambition was to have a car 
and a gallon of gasoline and the 
world was hls'n. So It looks now as 
If the natural growth of the town 
would reach out and take in Lite Haiu 
11 ton Held and that It would be occu¬ 
pied by the workers of the world. 
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age man's ambition was to have a carl 
and a gallon of gasoline and the 1 e 
world was his’n. So ic looks now as 1 
if the natural growth of the town! 
would reach out and take in the Flam 1 
ilton field and that it would be occu-1 
pled by the workers of the world, 1' 
instead of the workers of their fellow 1 
men. 1 

On the terrace next above the Ham 1 
ilton field is the site of the farm once I 
called the Powell place, now generally I 
referred to as Cemetery Hill. It was I 
the part of the plantation on which 
wy father was born, and he rests 
within a few steps of his birth place. 

The names of these fields are from 
the men who cleared them. I do not 
know who Powell was but the Ham 
Ilton held was named for William 

Hamilton who married into the 
community. 
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Jn 1855, while Sam Houston was t0 
still the dictator of Texas he moved 1110 
to central Texas and t was sheriff of C0lJ 
P.anco county during its most terri- jus 
• day*, when the Comanche Indians 
"* ,Jl on the war path and carried ' 1re 
tilth and destruction aii through , * 
lhat part of Texas. “* r 

Sam llouaton wa* born in 1793 ini 





still the dictator or rexas ne moved 
to central Texas and was sheriff of I? 
Blanco county during its most terri-p 
ble clays, when the Comanche Indians I 
went on the war path and carried ^ re< 
death and destruction all through ^ha 
that part of Texas. har 

Sam Houston was born in 1793 in ^ev 
Rockbridge county. Hamilton was sllv 
born in 1811 and died in Blanco coun-1°^ ? 
ty, Texas, in 1894. Houston died in y 
1S62. But Austin, the capital city, 1 
is next to Blanco county and Houston I 
was governor of the state of Texas in 
1859, and up to his death, and they 
must have been together a great deal. 
Houston was governor when the state 
seceded and he refused to sign the! 
order, and the secession of the state 
broke him so that he died. Houston 
had worked for many years to bring 
r l exas into the Union and he could 
not survive the action taken to secede w 
When the first company was form 41 

for the confederacy at Hunts 
Ulie, the home of Sam Houston, he ^ 
*ai* asked to review the troops. This Jl 
r ' "^nlrd to do. He nut on hit ll 
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had worked ror many years to bring 
Texas into the Union and he could 
not survive the action taken to secede 

When the first company was form 
ed for the confederacy at Hunts 
ville, the home of Sam Houston, he 
was asked to review the troops. This 
he consented to do. He put on his 
big blue army uniform. He called 
an imaginary roll of all those politi 
cians of the vicinity who had favored 
secession. None answered. Then 
he called the names of the sons of 
these men and none answered. Then 
he called the name of his son Sam 
Houston, Jr., who had enlisted as a 
southern soldier with his father’s 
consent. Young Houston answered 
present. The old war horse said in 
the most impressive way: 

‘ A striking thing it is that those 
who are most invincible in time of 
peace are most invisible in war. 

The significance of this utterance 
h' s In the fact that the seceders did 
not anticipate that they were brine 

on a war. They were rely logon 
their construction 0 f a point of law 
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arrim»K lnar y ro11 of all those politi 
clans of the vicinity who had favored 
secession. None answered. Then 
lie called the names of the sons of 
these men and none answered. Then 
he called the name of his son Sam 
Houston, Jr., who had enlisted as a 
southern soldier with his father’s 
consent. Young Houston answered 
present. The old war horse said in 
the most impressive way: 

“A striking thing it is that those 
who are most invincible in time of 
peace are most invisible in war. 

The significance of this utterance 
ies in the fact that the seceders did 
not anticipate that they were bring 
ing on a war. They were relying on 
their construction of a point of law. 

When they put one of th national 
conventions In Texas «this year and 
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consent. loung nousiuu answered 
present. The old war horse said i n 
the most impressive way: 

“A striking thing it is that those 
who are most invincible in time of 
peace are most invisible in war. 

The significance of this utterance 
ies in the fact that the seceders did 
not anticipate that they were bring 
ing on a war. They were relying on 
their construction of a point of law. 

When they put one of th national 
conventions in Texas «this year and 
Clem Shaver went down there to 
plow the first furrow and break the 
ground for the great building 
that is being eonstucted there 
in which the throng is to 
yip and yelp its tedious way through 
a kind of a war dance, the minds of 
the old timers went back to other 
days when the saying was that 
nobody went to Texas except for 
» cause, and they told a tale of the 
experience meeting in a tavern where 
the crowd agreed to confess what 
each had gone to Texas for One said 
,J,Je thing and one said another and 
a had sufficient cause to move uutil 
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that is being constucteci tnereigp r i 
in which tne throng is to I Snoc 
yip and yelp its tedious way through 1 ^nd 
a kind of a war dance, the minds of 1 sc hc 
the old timers went back to other I 
days when the saying was thatl mai 
nobody went to Texas except for I jive 
a cause, and they told a tale of the I 
experience meeting in a tavern where 1 a Q 
the crowd agreed to confess what 1 
each had gone to Texas for One said ^ 
one tiring and one said another and I. ‘ 
all had sufficient cause to move, until 
the last man said that the reason he 
had come was because he had refused 
to build a church. This caused ques 
tions to be asked, and it appeared stc 
that in some eastern community they 
has raised a fund to build a church , 

and had made the immigrant the r * 
treasurer. = 

but that Is all a figment. A lot of 
®. ur wopie with tiie restless foot went ^ 
i , 8f8 ( W y grandfather on iny moth \ 
a bh e went there with my grand * 

a^ mol ber a baby in the # 
.j * ,ul 18 Uc * ro *»**»• They stayed • 
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tr Kut that is » figment. A lot of 
people with the restless foot went 

w___r»n m v moth 


our ueopic vYini —- 

there. My grandfather on my moth 
er’s side went there with my grand 
mother, my mother a baby in the 
arms, and a negro man. They stayed 
about a year, and the colored man 
died. My grandfather sat by his 
grave all night and the next day 
started back home. My stepgrand 
mother married as a widow Big Foot 
Wallace and he was a great hero. 
Once when captured by the Mexicans 
the order was death to one half of 
the prisoners and liberty to the other 
ha.f to spread the news of the penalty 
It was to be determined by drawing 
h* an» from a nag, a black bean, ] 
death, white bean, liberty, Big I 
* '* j t Wallace drew a white bean. I 
' ***• of his comrades who was In a I 
****tof ippritieimluii ImwkikI for it I 
Wiiiiio it to him. Tiiexiji 
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It was on Powell Hill that my 
greatgrandmother, Margaret Heard 
Price, lived. I am part Beard for 
there is.where I get my disposition 
She was the widow of Thomas Price, 
who died in 1823. aged about eighty 
years. Margaret Beard was from 
Renicks Valley. She was much 
younger than her husband who had 
raised a large family by his first wife, 
E.'izabethTaylor. At the time of the 
death of Thomas Price, they lived in 
Botetourt county. 

Thomas Price was one of the five 
Thomas Prices who fought in the 
Revolution. He was known as the 




Thomas Price of Botetourt county. 
i|j,s late marriage with Margaret 
Beard puts me one generation closer 
to the Revolution than most men of 
age, and gives me a grsat grand 
a i.»*r as a ao'dler In that war 

he record for the nearest to the 
devolution la held by Judge Lively. 
iheSuifjme court Ills grand 
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Heard puts me one generation closer 

to the Revolution than most men of 
my age, and gives me a grsat grand 
father as a so dler in that war 
The record for the nearest to the 
Revolution is held by Judge Lively, 
of the Su] rime court His grand 
father was a soldier of the Revolu- 
tian. His ancestor was Godrill Lively 
who was born in 1762 He entered 
the army from Albermarle county in 
1780, and served three campaigns, 
the last of which was for twenty two 
months. 

He was married in 1794, and Judge 
Lively's father was boru in 1815, and 
Judge Lively was born in 1864. The 
Judge’s father fell dead of heart dis 
ease while reading the disDatch that 
announced the surrender of Lee at 
Appomattox. 

Margaret Beard Price was left with 
four children, the oldest beiDg my 
grandfather James A. Price. He 
married on the Marlins Bottom plan 
tation and brought his mother and 
two full sisters to live here. A young 
er brother, Thompson Price died in 
Botetourt couuty. 
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was marrieo in i .lun^e 

lovely’s fiaMior was born In 1815, and 
,',, ( l K r„ Lively was born In 1801. The 
.lud^o’s father fell dead or heart dls 
oase while reading the (lisuatch that 
announced the surrender of Lee at 
\ ppomittox. 

Margaret. Heard Price was left with 
our children, the oldest being m y 
randfather James A. Price. He 
carried on the Marlins Bottom plan- 
atlon and brought his mother and 
wo full sisters to live here. A young 
r brother, Thompson Price died in 
otetourt county. 

In 1838, Margaret Beard Price de 
aided to settle in the Levels. Her 
daughter Medora had married Wil¬ 
iam Hamilton and was living at 
Mountain Grove. Her other daugh 
ter Virginia Agnes had married 
Nathaniel Kel ey of Monroe county 
l .,ere was four children and Nathan¬ 
iel Kelley died a young man and his 
widow with the four children came 
to Pocahontas to live with her 
mother Abraham Seebert owned a 
couple of hundred acres of land 
juat ea»t of Hillsboro and this 


• • 



I four children, the oldest being my I 
/'I grandfather James A. Price. lie 
’ /married on the Marlins Bottom plan I 
v I tatlon and brought his mother and 1 
I two full sisters to live here. A young I 
1 I er brother, Thompson Price died in I 
? I Botetourt county. 

I In 1838, Margaret Beard Price de- 
Icided to settle in the Levels. Her] 
I daughter Medora had married Wil- 
I liam Hamilton and was living at 
I Mountain Grove. Her other daugh 
Iter Virginia Agnes had married 
Nathaniel Kel'ey of Monroe county 
[ There was lour children and Nathan¬ 
iel Kelley died a youDg man and his 
widow with the four children came 
to Pocahontas to live with her 
mother. Abraham Seebert owned a 
couple of hundred acres of land 
just east of Hillsboro and this 
he agreed to sell for eight hun¬ 
dred dollars, with the stipulation 
that lie would accept nothing but 
hard cash for it. So they sent to 
Lewiaburg and got eight hundred 
fctlvcr dollars and It made a package 
of about fifty pounds In weight. Thl* 

**<> carried on horse back to the 
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/ lljere w » s Iour cnuaren and Nathan- 1 
. / lei Kelley died a young man and his period 

widow with the four children came Level1 
(to Pocahontas to live with her '* v , ed 
I mother. Abraham Seebert owned a , 
f I couple of hundred acres of land , th: 
.j. just east of Hillsboro and this !? or< 
' he agreed to sell for eight hun- :! ie 1 
dred dollars, with the stipulation { 
that he would accept nothing but a ou 
hard cash for it. So they sent to 
n Lewisburg and got eight hundred . *? 

. silver dollars and it made a package f ... 

I of about fifty pounds in weight. This , , 

Q / was carried on horse back to the I IT”». 1 

/ seller and the deal closed. :! iaii 

I / Margaret lived at that place seven j 
years and the four Kelley children ! 
I got the advantage of a splendid school 
I at Hillsboro under the instruction of 
I a Mr. Brown and later Rev. M. D one 
Dunlap, both noted teachers. My 
I father also attended school at the 
same time from his grandmother’s r 3 ® 15 
house Mrs Kelley only lived a yesr at)0 
at the Levels and the four children \ T V^ 
*ere thrown on Margaret’s hands, 

•fid tlie rest of her life seems to have n * 
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was cajried on horse back to the UV* 
seller and the deal closed. 

Margaret lived at that place seven 
years and the four Kelley children 
got the advantage of a splendid school 
at Hillsboro under the instruction of 
a Mr. Brown and later Rev. M. D 
Dunlap, both noted teachers. My 
father also attended school at the 
same time from his grandmother’s 
house Mrs Kelley only lived a year 
at the Levels and the four children 
were thrown on Margaret’s hands, 
and the rest of her life seems to have 
been spent caring for them. She sold 
the farm in the Levels in 1845 to 
James Lewis for eight hundred dol 
lars and moved back to the house on 
Powell Hill, where she departed this 
life in the spring of 1848, aged about 
sixty years. 

She made a will that was witnessed 
by her brother Josiah Beard and by 
Woods Poage. She was concerned 
about the schooling of the Kelley 
children and mentioned the matter 
in the will. 

Like the Hamlltons, the Kelleys 
scattered out in the wide world. 
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James Lewis for eight hundred dol 
lars and moved back to the house on 
Powell Hill, where she departed tills 
life in the spring of 1848, aged about 
sixty years. 

She made a will that was witnessed 
by her brother Joslah Beard and by 
Woods Poage. She was concerned 
about the schooling of the Kelley 
children and mentioned the matter 
in the will. 

Like the Hamiltons, the Kelleys 
scattered out in the wide world. 
William Scott Kelley was the oldest. 
He was born In 1827, and was eight¬ 
een years old when Margaret died. 
He got the gold fever and made it to 
California where he stayed a few 
years. He was next heard of as one 
of the famous sporting fraternity on 
the steam boat lines between Cincin 
nati and New Orleans. But he seem 
*d from the iirst to have charged him 
fcfc'f with the support and schooling 
of his two young sisters. He gave 
them both a most complete education 
Catherine was a graduate of Miss 
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I He was born In 1827, and was eight¬ 
een years old when Margaret died. 1 
He got the gold fever and made it to 1 
California where he stayed a few I 
?ears. He was next heard of as one I 
if the famous sporting fraternity on 1 
he steam boat lines between Cincin 1 
ati and New Orleans. But he seem 1 
1 from the first to have charged him \ 
It with the support and schooling 1 
his two young sisters. He gave 
em both a most complete education 
therine was a graduate of Miss 
iria Richard’s school at the Warm 
rings and she married Dr. W. IS. 
)dgrass and settled in Missouri, 
d the other sister went to the 
ool taught by the Misses Danger* 
i at Hot Springs, Virginia, and 
•ried Dr. Charles T. Hart and 
d in New York City. 

William Scott Kelley turned over 
iw leaf in the fifties, and gradu- I 
1 in medicine in Cincinnati in ( 
S, and located in Buchannon count 
Missouri. He was a friend of Gen. I 
rling Brice, and was appointed I 

£6011 L/ftnarsLI nf PrlnaVc mrrnv And I 


Catherine w. s °. ' 

"re h U i‘“ 1{|cl ‘* rd ’ s scll °ol »t the Warm 

tn/? pr L ,,Krs ,nd she married Dr w N 

J,° a"°H K r r r S * Dd 8eUled ln Missouri 
. ' Umi the other sister went to the 

L°: f > 001 taaglit by the Misses Danger 
^ held at Hot Springs, Virginia 

married Dr. Charles T. Hart and 
f ^ r Jived in New York City. d 

re I Scott Kelley turned over 

at a 4 - D ^ W ea ^ in ^ ie and gradu- 

id f^ d in medicine in Cincinnati in 

id j. “ m^, anci located ln Buchannon coun 
U Missouri. He was a friend of Gen. 
ie sterimg Price, and was appointed 
d surgeon general of Price’s army and I 
is dieci during the war. Dr. Kelley 
stood high in the estimation of the 
y people at the date of his death. He I 
h I 1 , y one child a daughter who mar- I 
ned Geo. L. Rector of Arkansas and/ 






who was the mother of seven children 1? 
so Dr. Kelley lias many descendants!' 

in that state. I 

Margaret was concerned about Sami 

uel Henry Kelley and provided for \ 
his schooling. But in 1848, he too I 
got the gold fever and left for Cali¬ 
fornia, and after a considerable per¬ 
iod he settled at Los Angeles and 
was keeping a store there in the year 
1861. One night in the year 1861, a 
band of Mexican bandits attacked 
the store and the place was defended 
by the owner, but the store was 
broken into. Kelley was killed, and 
the store robbed, and the building 
burned We do not know whether 
he left any descendants or not. But 
that fight was the forerunner of 
Hollywood and the western tight 
picture*. 
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We hear that Margaret was not 
popular and that ehe had a temper 
<um1 that the cou'd not live with peo- 
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I Kings Mountain. iuu raised one for 

large family and had a son who was' For 
In the 1812 war. shu 

After a few years of life married tol ti® 
a man old enough to be her grand-1 the 
father she was left with four small Uht 
children and no means to speak or 1 1 

There did seem to be some slaves IW 1 
who were kind and loyal and helpful Uoi 
Do her. Her oldest son having mar co 
ried into aland rich family here at p 1 
Marlinton gave her an opportunity I b< 
to escape from Botetourt county buck I 
to tiie valley in which she was born, rt 
and here she saw her daughters bap 
pily married. But soon Virginia 11 
came home a poor widow with four v 
small children and from that time on t 
Margaret lived for her grandchildren 
There were ten of the Hamilton ] 
grandchildren, but they were no bur¬ 
den to her, for William Hamilton, 
the land clearer, was able to look 
after them The Kelley children 
were smart and so she moved to the i 
oest school in the valley, the school ( 
that Greenbrier county patronized so < 



| puy a Door widow witn lout ve 

c »“f. J,Vndren and from that time or, I U 
' e t lived for her grandchildren. 1- 
There'wer* ten of the Hamilton U 

11145 f viiidren but they were no bur- 

den° tocher e °for WiUiam Hamilton 1 

the laud clearer, was able to look, 
“ fter them The Kelley children , 

were smart and so she moved to the , 
jest school in the valley, the school 1 
chat Greenbrier county patronized sol 
well. Then in a year after that, 
time, \ irginia Kelley overworked 
herself at the washtub one day, took 
brain fever and died, leaving Mar¬ 
garet with her bright grand children. 

Seven years seems to have been the 
period that Margaret lived in the 
Levels. Then she came back and 
lived three years more on Powell 
Hill, on the Huntersville road. But 
in tnat time she had her plantation 
In order. She had a ba^k man by 
the name of Jerry. William Scott 
Kelley pulled out for the setting sun 
about the time she moved back. He 
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was undoubtedly gone for she wills 
him the money she had loaned him. 
bub does not provide him with a 
feather bed, underbed. and bed cloth 

/that he had lit out for a place where! 

e seven feather beds needecl or 

hildren / desi j red - w »s one of the Argo 

, "nhnnl I nauts for fche * old en fl eee. 1 

She was careful to provide for each 
~ one of her descendants and her will 
My/shows that she was mindful of each 
t the every one of them She remem- 
ther’s I bprs them ail and goes into detail 

iyearj* boufc ber estate. She is careful to 

Idren | rp Q nlre schooling, and in a few years 
the wild brother in the west is send 
jng back great scads of money and 

— | * 16 ‘" 0 5 lr , ls were beln« schooled at 
5 to he best of schools Medora Kelley 
dol |graduated at Hollins Institute Is 
18o8, and was probably the first wo¬ 
man college graduate of Pocahontas 
co inty. 

In the will is set forth almost in 
nui, Catherine’s name, where she is 
described as Margaret Catherine 
Vary Ann M. Kelley. 

At the time of her death, Margaret 
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Iren saddle, and another saddle and 

ants clock. .. . 1 

The most illuminating article in j 

Sam the loom. The clock, and the loom 1 

for and all its equipment is left to her, 
too daughter Mrs. Hamilton, as well as a 

lali- feather bed. , 

per- Margaret lived twenty-five years' 

and a widow and death and trials and 

ear tribulations were her portion. But 

1, a she had a looip, and according to the 

ked way it is referred to in the will, it 

was in running order at the time of 
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vas her departure. It was in the loom 
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that women of that d*y and time 
wove and fastened securely all their 

_ • . rw m _ 1 _ i. 
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ier troubles and worries. Here is what 


Senor Ovid had to say about weaving: 

The piece prepare 

And order every slender thread with 

care; 

The web enwraps the beam, the reed 
divides, 

While through the widening space 
ue the shuttle glides, 
nk Which their swift hands receive, then 
be i poised with lead 
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! For three yards of tiue cloth the 1 
shuttle was thrown three thousand l ■ 
timt's, the treacle p:essed three! 
thousand times, the batten swung! 
three thousand times. 1 

It was very soothing to the nerves! 
and the magnificent women or Amer¬ 
ica are the fruit of the loom. They | 
;ome from ancastry to whom weaving . 
vas as soothing to the nerves as 
lonej to the bee. We may have to 
et back to some good healthful rec 
reation like that. 

This is a section devoted to the 
memory of a good woman who had 
very little fun but who carried on to 
the end 
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Notice is hereby given that the 
Hoard of Education of Ed ray Pis 
trict, Pocahontas county, West Vir¬ 
ginia, pursuant to an order made and 
entered on the 20th day of January, 


